[image: ]Lesson Plan: A Desert Island Adventure


By the end of the lesson, students will be able to: use problem solving skills to present survival techniques to the class in English
Adapted from www.teach-this.com

	Stage & Time 
	Activity

	5 minutes
Warm up/Review 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Short activity, game or review using familiar vocabulary from previous lessons to capture students’ interest  
	Draw a boat on the board. Tell the students to imagine that they are on the boat and to suggest what they are doing there. 
Then, draw lightning on the board. Explain that the boat has been hit by a storm and has started taking on water. 

	20-30 minutes
Main Lesson Content

Intro
Introduce the topic and new vocabulary in the simplest form

Context
Introduce the target sentence to put vocab in context

Practice
A topic-based task for students to practice language

Assessment
Test understanding of the class as a whole


	Divide the students into groups. Give out the worksheets (see below). Tell the students that there is a desert island nearby and that each group must choose four items from the worksheet to help them survive on the island. 
Give the students 5-10 minutes to complete the task. Circulate and make sure they know what the different items are. 

Ask different teams what items they have chosen and why. 
Next, the groups find out what challenge they face on the island by choosing a card (see below). 
Each group reads the challenge on their card and makes a plan on how they are going to survive on the island using the four items to help them. 
Afterwards, the groups take it in turns to read their challenge and present their ideas to the class. 

	5 minutes
Cool down
A fun, calming activity to wrap up lesson. Reward good behaviour.

	
Let students make up the end of other groups’ stories – do they survive? What happens? How do they escape? Present to the class.
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Your boat is sinking! There is a desert island nearby. You can swim there, but you can only take
one bag with you. Choose four items to help you survive on the island.

Name the four items and explain why you chose each one.

Item 1:

Reason:

Item 2:

Reason:

Item 3:

Reason:

Item 4:

Reason:
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1. The island is inhabited by nomadic
tribes of hunter gatherers. Some of the
tribes are extremely dangerous cannibals,

but some tribes are quite friendly.

3. The island is devoid of dangerous
animals, but there is a very strong storm
every eight hours that destroys any
structures and leaves everything soaking

wet.

5. Remember the movie King Kong? Well,
you are on that island. Not only do you
have to survive, but you have to avoid
King Kong, dinosaurs and very large flying

insects!

7. The island is actually quite nice.
However, it’s only 50 centimeters above
sea level, and it is sinking at the rate of
one centimeter a day. You don’t have
long until the whole island is going to be

underwater.

9. Welcome to snake island. This island
is covered in poisonous snakes. They are
everywhere. The only place which is safe

is the beach. However, at high tide the

beach disappears.

2. The island is perfect. There are many
fruits and wild animals to eat. You even
found a treasure chest full of gold.
However, you were spotted with the chest
by pirates and now they are coming after

you and the treasure.

4. The island is home to a tribe of
children, no older than eight years old,
who have been shipwrecked there for over

a year.

6. The island is full of zombies, who only
come out at night. They will definitely eat
you if they see you, but they are afraid of

water.

8. The island is filled with highly-evolved
apes, who dominate everything. The apes

are very grumpy and don’t like visitors.

10. The island is warm during the day.
However, at night the temperature on the
island drops to -30 degrees Celsius and

everything freezes.
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